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DATE: April 13, 2004 
 
TO: All County Agricultural Commissioners 
 
FROM: Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services 
 
SUBJECT: Regulatory Actions Required at Trace-Forward Locations  

 
 
This is an update to Pest Exclusion Advisory 12-2004 regarding the actions to take at trace-forward 
locations (nurseries that received Phytophthora ramorum host material from Monrovia Nursery in 
Azusa, CA and Specialty Plants in San Marcos, CA).  For all trace-forward locations, inspectors 
should follow instructions 1-6 listed in PEA 12-2004, including the segregation, inspection, and sampling 
of plants from Monrovia Nursery, and the release of all plants that test negative for P. ramorum. 
 
If any plants from Monrovia Nursery in Azusa test positive for P. ramorum, the actions to take at all 
nurseries*, except those in the 12 infested counties that do not ship outside of the 12 infested counties, 
are as follows: 

 
1. All hosts and associated hosts at the nursery must be placed on hold. 

 
2. Inspectors should follow the basic sanitary measures contained in Appendix B of the 

Protocol for Nurseries with Plants Infected with P. ramorum, January 12, 2004, Fourth 
Draft (hereafter referred to as the Protocol) when visiting the nurseries. 

 
3. The nursery should follow the best management practices contained in Appendix C of the 

Protocol.  This is not a required regulatory action and is up to the discretion of the nursery 
owner or manager. 

 
4. Destroy all plants that test positive for P. ramorum, plus all host and associated host plants 

within a contiguous block of the positive plants (see attached diagram).  The destruction 
block includes the infested host block and all contiguous hosts and associated hosts until a 
two-meter break is reached. The two-meter break occurs when there is either two meters 
with no plants, or no hosts or associated host plants. 

 
5. All host and associated hosts within 10 meters of the destruction block must be held for 90 

days.  During the 90-day period, two visual inspections must occur, and samples must be 
taken of symptomatic plants.  If no symptomatic plants are detected, samples must be 
taken from 40 asymptomatic plants, plus 2% of all plants if there are more than 100 total 
plants.  Also, samples of the water and growing media must be taken.  During the 90-day 
period, the nursery must discontinue the use of fungicides for Phytophthora sp. control on 
the plants on hold.  These plants can be released from hold if the inspections and 
tests are negative and if the water and potting media test negative.  If the water tests 
positive, any portion of the nursery that has been irrigated with that water must be placed 
on hold. 
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6. Conduct a delimitation survey of all hosts and associated hosts outside of 10 meters.  If 

there are less than 100 host plants at the nursery, inspect 100% of the plants.  If there are 
more than 100 host plants, inspect 100 plants plus 2% of the total.  If symptomatic plants 
are found, sample each symptomatic plant.  If fewer than 40 symptomatic plants are found, 
sample additional asymptomatic plants so that the total number of samples is 40.  These 
plants can be released from hold if the inspections and tests are negative. 

 
7. Conduct a perimeter survey (minimum of 100 meters) of hosts and associated hosts 

around the nursery.  Samples must be taken of symptomatic plants only. 
 
8. If a nursery (in one of the 12 infested counties or in one of the 46 non-infested counties) 

has entered into a compliance agreement to ship host and associated host material 
interstate (or intrastate from one of the 12 infested counties), the compliance agreement 
must be temporarily suspended until after the delimitation survey has been completed with 
negative results.   

 
*  Item 7 of PEA 12-2004 indicated that if plants from Monrovia Nursery in Azusa, CA test positive for 

Phytophthora ramorum, the regulatory action to take will depend on whether or not the nursery ships 
hosts of P. ramorum out-of-state.  This is no longer true.  For all nurseries in California, except 
those in the 12 infested counties that do not ship outside of the 12 infested counties, the 
instructions listed above must be followed. 

 
If you have any questions regarding this advisory, please contact Courtney Albrecht at (916) 653-1440, or 
by e-mail at calbrecht@cdfa.ca.gov. 
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Diagram of contiguous host blocks of infected plants that need to be destroyed.   
Destroy Camellia japonica and Vibumum opulus. 


